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PROGRAM 


16 Variations on a Theme by Robert Schumann, Op. 9 Johannes Brahms 

(1833-1897) 

Thema. Ziemlich langsam 

i. L’istesso tempo 

ii. Poco piu mosso 

iii. Tempo di tema 

iv. Poco piu mosso 

v. Allegro capriccioso 

vi. Allegro 

vii. Andante 

viii. Andante non troppo lento 

ix. Schnell 

x. Poco Adagio 

xi. Un poco piu animato 

xii. Allegretto, poco scherzando 

xiii. Non troppo Presto 

xiv. Andante 

xv. Poco Adagio 

xvi. Adagio 

Violin Sonata No. 1 in G major, Op. 78 Johannes Brahms 

i. Vivace, ma non troppo 

ii. Adagio 

iii. Allegro molto moderato 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has been the traditional land of 
the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and most recently, the Mississaugas of the Credit River. Today, this meeting place is still the home to many 
Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to have the opportunity to work on this land. 








Biographies 



A native of Knoxville, Tennessee, Asher Ian Armstrong 
grew up in a music-loving family, and first played music 
with his sisters (violinists). 

A graduate of the Cincinnati College-Conservatory 
of Music, Asher also studied at the University of 
Tennessee and with Marietta Orlov at the University of 
Toronto. In addition, he studied in the United Kingdom 
at the Ian Tomlin School of Music in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, with Nicholas Ashton. 

Asher is an active performer who appears as a soloist, 
recitalist, and collaborator in Canada and in the US. 

He is equally active in teaching, having taught at 
the Interlochen School of the Arts in Michigan and 
the Indian Springs Academy of Music in Cincinnati. 
Currently, he is a lecturer at the University of Toronto, 
where he teaches applied piano and piano literature. 
Asher is also active in musical scholarship, most 
recently having written an essay for Cambridge 
University Press’s journal Tempo. 



Toronto-born violinist Emily Kruspe is the winner of 
the Glenn Gould School’s Concerto Competition, 
the University of Toronto Concerto Competition, is a 
recipient of the Orford String Quartet Scholarship and 
was a CBC Young Artist (2015). 

An avid chamber musician, Emily has participated 
in numerous summer festivals, such as Yellow Barn, 
the Kneisel Hall Chamber Music Festival, the Banff 
Centre and the Domaine Forget Chamber Music 
Festival. She has also performed with the ARC 
Ensemble and collaborated with acclaimed violinists 
Augustin Hadelich and Pekka Kuusisto. Emily has 
served as concertmaster of The Royal Conservatory 
Orchestra and the University of Toronto Symphony 
Orchestra, and frequently plays section violin with the 
Toronto Symphony Orchestra. She completed her 
undergraduate studies at the University of Toronto 
under Erika Raum, and obtained an Artist Diploma at 
the Glenn Gould School under Paul Kantor and Barry 
Shiftman. 


@UofTMusic 

music.utoronto.ca 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 


The Faculty of Music is a partner 
of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 


COMING UP AT THE FACULTY OF MUSIC 

Wind Ensemble: Loss and Reflection 
with special guest cellist Shauna Rolston 

Thu Apr 5 | 7:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre 

UofT Symphony Orchestra with Alice Hong, violin 

Sat Apr 7 | 7:30 pm | MacMillan Theatre 

Tickets available online at music.utoronto.ca 
or at 416-408-0208 








